What is Natura

Capital?

The term natural capital refers to all UK natural assets which form the
environment around us. The accounts link assets to the benefits they

provide, such as clean air and water and the ability to walk in woodlands.
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Why do we need natural capital
accounts?

GDP tells us only part of our economic
story

* hides and excludes services provided by
natural capital

* focuses only on flows, not stocks
* nature is priceless, not valueless

The natural capital accounts will:

* highlight links with economic activity and
pressures

* monitoring losses and gains providing
integrated information
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Why ONS and Defra?

Partnership established in 2012
following Natural Environment White
Paper

Combines complementary resources
and expertise in a common agenda.

Strong support and engagement
from Natural Capital Committee

@ www.ons.gov.uk Search: natural capital @ Environment.Accounts@ons.gov.uk




